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“Ad Veritatem” is Latin for “Toward the truth.”

Thomas More: Portrait of  Courage

MAY 19, 2010 NOON
MATTHEW ARNOLD
MY CONVERSION FROM “CHRISTIAN” TO “CATHOLIC”

And why is pride so dangerous to
a ruler? Because it distorts his
judgment and thus leads him to
misuse his authority.



WHO WE ARE
     
  In 1966, the movie A Man For All Seasons inspired the Academy of Motion  
  Picture Arts and Sciences to recognize this fi lm as the Picture of the Year.  
  This was one of the few occasions in the history of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences where the life of a religious fi gure won the hearts of the motion 
picture industry’s elite. The central fi gure portrayed in Man For All Seasons was, of course, 
St. Thomas More, the great lawyer, statesman, apologist, husband, father and faithful 
Catholic. In 2000, St. Thomas was honored as the Lawyer of the Millennium by a secular 
panel of historians for the British Commonwealth. Shortly thereafter, John Paul II declared 
St. Thomas as the Patron Saint of Statesmen.  
Inspired by a homily given by Bishop Norman McFarland at the 1995 Red Mass of Orange 
County, fi ve “fearless” members of the Orange County bar met shortly thereafter at the law 
offi ces of Rutan and Tucker in Costa Mesa. These lawyers all shared the realization that the 
legal practice takes a severe toll on the personal and spiritual lives of those involved in it 
and that many in the legal profession had become too focused on the material life with the 
natural consequence being the de-emphasis on their spiritual life. The purpose of the meet-
ing was to discuss the formation of a new organization for lawyers and judges in the County 
of Orange with its mission being to publicly support and encourage the spiritual develop-
ment of its members in their Catholic faith. The group chose as its patron St. Thomas More, 
the greatest lawyer of his time, who was a dedicated husband and father with a deep and 
profound commitment to his Catholic faith, his profession and his fellow man. Thus the St. 
Thomas More Society of Orange County was born.
Attendance at the monthly meetings in the early years was sporadic. Our spiritual director, 
Fr Hugh Barbour, wisely advised us not to worry about numbers because it was more im-
portant “to be than to do or say.” He encouraged the virtues of patience and perseverance. 
His sage advice, together with the guidance of the Holy Spirit and St. Thomas More, has led 
us to our current level of a fourteen member Board of Directors of lawyers and judges and a 
mailing list for the monthly newsletter of over 1,000. 
The goal of the Society is to inspire and lift up the minds and hearts of the legal community 
of Orange County to follow the example of St. Thomas More by integrating God in every 
aspect of their professional and personal lives. The Society seeks to accomplish this goal 
through inspirational speakers at monthly meetings, this newsletter, the Red Mass, a web-
site, an annual spiritual retreat and other events. The St. Thomas More Society also seeks 
to provide a haven where those who are committed to their Catholic faith as well as those 
who are seeking to learn more about the Church, can fi nd fellowship and encouragement in 
the face of overwhelming media and cultural forces working against that pursuit. 
St. Thomas More, please pray for us. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

President Gregory Weiler 
(949) 851-7238 or gweiler@PTWWW.com  

Secretary Fabio Cabezas
(949) 395-7315 or fcabezas@sayrelevitt.com  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE at www.stthomasmore.net 

THOMAS MORE SOCIETY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

HON. DAVID BELZ
O.C Superior Court

HON. MICHAEL BRENNER
O.C. Superior Court, Ret’d

FABIO R. CABEZAS
Sayre & Levitt LLP

STEVEN COTUGNO
Software Engineering 

Consultant

JOHN FLYNN
Nossaman Guthner 

Knox & Elliott

DONALD A. HUNSBERGER
The Law Offi ces of 

Donald A. Hunsberger 

DEBORAH KNEFEL
Anaheim Deputy 

City Attorney

DAVID LUKE
ARM Tech

 
WILLIAM MALECKI

State Comp. Ins. Fund

HON. DAVID MCEACHEN
O.C. Superior Court

MICHAEL G. MURPHY, CPA
Murphy Murphy & Murphy, Inc.

JUDY PATNO
Law Offi ces of Judy Patno

JAMES L. POTH
Jones, Day

NANCY RANEY
Law Offi ces of Nancy Raney

GREGORY WEILER
Palmieri Tyler Weiner 
Wilhelm & Waldron

DAVID WERNER
Law Offi ces of David C. Werner

PRESIDENT
Greg Weiler

SECRETARY
Fabio Cabezas

CHAPLAIN
FR. HUGH BARBOUR, 

O. PRAEM, PH.D.

St. Michael’s Abbey
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P.O. Box 6837
Laguna Niguel, CA 92607-6837


